Idaho Racing Commission Meeting

September 27, 2011

Meridian Idaho

Present:  

Chairman Paul J Schneider

Deputy Attorney General Stephanie Altig 

Deputy Attorney General Jenny Grunke

Commissioner Ted Hoffman 

Commissioner Mike Bosen

Racing Commission Administrative Assistant ReBecca Bartunek

Absent:  None

Chairman Paul Schneider called the meeting to order at approximately 1:03 p.m.

Item #2.  Open Meeting Law.  Stephanie Altig brought to the Commission’s attention a violation of the Open Meeting Law that occurred on August 2, 2011.  She explained that this violation caused all motions and actions taken since that violation to be null and void.  She provided an option to cure the violation:  set up another meeting within 14 days, and re-do all items that took a motion or a vote.  Stephanie Altig also clarified that Mike Bosen is still the Chairman, effective immediately, and that the Racing Commission can take no action until the cure has been done.  Mike Bosen motioned to hold a teleconference to cure this violation on Thursday, October 6th at 1:00 pm.  Paul Schneider seconded the motion.  Motion carried.             

Item #3.  Meeting Minutes Approval.  Chairman Bosen bypassed this item, as no action can be taken by the Commission until the violation cure has been done. 

Chairman Bosen turned the meeting facilitation back over to Paul Schneider, because Paul Schneider had put the agenda together and Chairman Bosen felt Paul Schneider was better prepared.  

Item #4.  Discussion:  Part-Time Hiring of a Racing Director.  Paul Schneider, Ted Hoffmann, and Chairman Bosen discussed the hiring of a Racing Director.  Stephanie Altig confirmed no action could be taken at this meeting.  She also clarified that the Idaho State Racing Commission does not have any hiring authority.  Hiring authority is under the umbrella of the Idaho State Police, which has a very strict background investigation process for all prospective employees.             

Item #5.  Discussion:  Eastern Idaho Fair Distaff Challenge Race.  Chairman Bosen, Paul Schneider, Ted Hoffmann, and Trina Fackrell (from the Eastern Idaho State Fairboard) discussed the Eastern Idaho Fair Distaff Challenge Race.     

Item #6.  Public Comment on the Action of the Commission at this Meeting.    There was no public comment on the action taken at this meeting, because there was no action taken at this meeting. 

Item #7.  New Business.  Paul Schneider asked if anyone had any new business to discuss.  Cheryl Keshian asked if the Commission could have people on the conference phone identify themselves.  Eric Wilson and Dave Wheeler identified themselves.  

Item #8.  Scheduling of Next Meeting.   Paul Schneider confirmed the next meeting would be the teleconference at 2:00 p.m. on October 6th for the Open Meeting Violation Cure.  

Item#2.  Ted Hoffmann asked to revisit the Open Meeting Law item.  Ted Hoffmann requested reference items be distributed to Commissioners several days before the meeting so they can research issues before the meetings take place.  Jenny Grunke advised if such research involves conversations with someone outside of an Open Meeting, and such conversations influence Commissioner’s decisions, those conversations must be disclosed in an Open Meeting.  

Item #9.  Adjournment.  Paul Schneider adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:30pm.    

