Idaho State Racing Commission

Meeting Summary

September 4, 2008

Meridian Idaho
John Chatburn called the meeting to order at 10:10 am as acting Chairman.  He then asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 11 and August 19.
Mike Bosen made the motion to approve the minutes.

John Chatburn made the second.  With no discussion, he asked for a vote.  Motion passed.

John Chatburn then moved to agenda item #3 Live Race Meet Applications.

Jacki Libengood stated that we have a completed application from Capital Racing for Idaho Falls and I have received a completed application for renewal from ExpressBet.

John Chatburn stated that we will start with Idaho Falls, are there any questions.  Didn’t we approve Idaho Falls for 3 weekend, is that still correct.

Jacki Libengood answered yes.

Mike Bosen made the motion to approve Idaho Falls application.

John Chatburn made the second.  He then asked for a vote.  Motion passed.  He asked when ExpressBet’s License expires.
Jacki Libengood answered December 31, 2008.

John Chatburn stated that we should not take any action since it was not on the agenda, but will take it up at the meeting in October or November.  He then moved to agenda item #4-Live Meet Reports.
Dennis Jackson stated that racing is done at Les Bois Park and they are down by 10%, Burley is up 7%, Blackfoot is up, but they cancelled 3 days last year, so we do expect the handle to be up and Idaho Falls start September 13.

John Chatburn asked what the total percentage we are up or down.

Dennis Jackson answered that we can give you the number through the fiscal year, which is July, but I do not have that number right here, though we were down overall.
John Chatburn then moved to the next agenda item #5-Financial Reports.

Jacki Libengood stated that for August 2008 our beginning balance was $254,556.43, our receipts were $38,387.16, our expenditures were $74,139.70, leaving an ending balance of $218,803.89.

Dennis Jackson added that we finished the fiscal year improved over prior years and are down by about $3,000 from a year ago.  Our revenue is down by about $20,000 as our handles have been down at the tracks.  We have been frugal and the licensing fees that we increase did help along with a cut of employees.
Sam Stephenson stated that the numbers are down considerably from last year, you are saying that the Commission is down $20,000 but the handle was really down substantially.  We need to look at the bigger picture.

John Chatburn answered that Dennis was talking about the Commission’s revenues.  Simulcast is down over $1 million and a half dollars.

Rod Nutter state the there is confusion on the numbers due to the fiscal versus and year to date numbers.  

John Chatburn stated that the figures he is looking at are year-to-date through August 24, 2008.  The simulcast is down $1.6 million.
Sam Stephenson stated that you are down by 10% and by the end of the year you will be down by 20%, just by looking at the trends.

John Chatburn then moved to agenda item #6-Executive Directors Report.

Dennis Jackson stated that we have scheduled a public hearing for Chapter 13, the repeal of the old simulcast chapter and the new simulcast chapter and definitions.  It is scheduled for October 9, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. at the Nampa Civic Center.  A hearing officer has been selected.  
John Chatburn stated that for clarification, it hasn’t been published yet, but it will start at 6:00 pm.  The first will be the Rules Governing the Racing Commission from 6:00-6:30, the next one will be Rules Governing Simulcast and at the same time the repeal of the current Simulcasting Rule from 6:30-7:00.  Theses rules won’t go into effect until November 12 giving the Commission time to receive the hearing officer’s report and make any changes that may be needed.  Then from 7:00-9:00 we will have a public hearing for the definitions section of the Rules Governing Simulcasting and included will be the two definitions that allows for virtual racing.  The hearings will be heard by an independent hearing officer.  We strongly encourage anyone who wants to make written comments to send them to the Racing Commission Office.  Anyone is welcome to give there comments in person at the public hearing, but you should take the time to also send in your written comments.  The hearing officer will get all the written comments and they play a large role to his recommendation.  
Dennis Jackson stated that in your packets we included rule chapters 5-ADW and 6-Governing Racing Officials.  We need to look at chapter 5 since repeal of chapter 2 which included the current ADW rules.

John Chatburn stated that we hold these two items and when we break we go through the ADW rule again and have a conference call commission meeting next week to take action on it. 
Mike Bosen asked that chapter 5 and 6 have already been worked through in our workshops and today we are going to do a final review and then at a later date take action on them.

John Chatburn stated that was his intent.  I don’t know who has seen this copy and I want to make sure that we address any concerns before we vote on it.
Dennis Jackson stated that we did not come prepared for copies for everyone and will have to have Cathy make copies for today.

John Chatburn stated that on the Rules Governing Race Officials I worked through these over the weekend and have not sent my re-write to staff and when we finish the commission meeting, I would propose that we have a general discussion with the rule re-write and then proceed with the workshop.  I move that we postpone taking any action on these two chapters until we discuss them at the workshop.

Mike Bosen made the second.

John Chatburn asked for the vote, motion passed.

Dennis Jackson stated that we received an email from the folk from Jerome.  They are considering canceling racing there due to the effort to put the races on and getting volunteers to help them and they are losing money for the county.  There will be a meeting this week to discuss this.  

Mike Bosen asked if we had specifics for the meeting.

Dennis Jackson stated that he didn’t but he can find out for you.
Kathryn Mooney asked if she can get copies of the two chapters.

John Chatburn answered that after this meeting we will get you what you need. 

Dennis Jackson stated that we currently have scheduled 2 other workshop meetings for September 10th and 18th.

John Chatburn moved to agenda item #7-Commissioners Reports.
Mike Bosen stated that in the RCI bulletin August 11 issue.  In the article, New York Chairman has hard words for the racing industry.  They need to promote racing in the state and get more people interested in racing, not just the horse owners.  To help the industry survive, they need promote, clean the tracks up and may have to go to fewer race days.  This is a national problem.  We need to do the same here in Idaho.

John Chatburn did not have anything to report and moved to agenda item #8-Other Business.

Sam Stephenson stated that he had a couple of items.  Why put ExpressBet application off.

John Chatburn answered that since he had not seen or read the proposal he refuses to vote on something he is not familiar with.

Sam Stephenson stated that the test results from LBP have not cleared.

Alan Horowitz stated that the ISRC office is holding for additional testing.

Sam Stephenson asked why it is taking so long for the test to clear.  Also the horsemen are going to have to borrow money to pay the purses to the horsemen, we are going to need approval and a check quickly.

Dennis Jackson answered that we did receive the letter and we are in the process of getting you a check.  Jacki, what is the timeline to clear the rest of the tests?
Jacki Libengood answered that it is usually a week for the preliminary results and depending on how many need a second run, it could be another week to get those results.  I have faxed over purse releases and there is only one day holding and that is the 9th, everything else has been released. 

Sam Stephenson asked so the ones on the 15th and the 16th have cleared but not on the 9th?

Jacki Libengood answered we are waiting for a fine and then it will be released.

John Chatburn asked if there was anything else.  He then moved to agenda item #9-Future Meeting Schedule.

Mike Bosen stated that we will have our Public Hearing October 9, can we have our meeting the same day.

Dennis Jackson answered that would be possible.

John Chatburn stated that they way we did the rule hearing, the only thing the staff has to do is to make copies of each rule document and the rest is done by the hearing officer.  October 9th works for me.  Stephanie will you be available then?

Stephanie Altig will check her calendar, 10:00?

John Chatburn stated that works.

Dennis Jackson the work of the staff will be done long before the 9th so it should work for us.

Mike Bosen made the motion to hold the next Commission meeting October 9th at 10:00 am here in Meridian.

John Chatburn made the second.  Asked for a vote, motion passed.

Mike Bosen made the motion to adjourn.

John Chatburn made the second, asked for a vote, motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am

PAGE  
1

