Idaho Racing Commission Meeting
Teleconference Meeting

July 30, 2009

Attendees in person:  Jacki Libengood, Stephanie Altig and Duane Dedrickson.  By phone:  Dennis Jackson, Mike Bosen, Ted Hoffman and Tim Ridinger.

Meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman Mike Bosen.

Mike Bosen made the motion to approve the live meet application for Malad.

Ted Hoffman made the second.

Mike Bosen asked if there was any discussion.  

Stephanie Altig stated that what you really have approved was a license for Oneida County Fair Board and not Malad.  Would you please modify your motion to make it accurate?

Mike Bosen then modified his motion to change the name from Malad to Oneida County Fair Board.

Ted Hoffman made the second to the modification.

Mike Bosen asked if there were any questions, none being, he then asked for the vote.  Motion passed.  He then moved to agenda item #3-Cassia County Live Meet Application.

Jacki Libengood stated that they have submitted everything that is required for licensing and ask that you approve their application.

Mike Bosen made the motion to approve the Cassia County Live application.
Ted Hoffman made the second.

Mike Bosen then asked for discussion, none being, he then called for the vote.  Motion passed.  He then moved to agenda item #4-Eastern Idaho Fair Board Live Meet License Application.

Jacki Libengood stated that they have submitted everything that is required for licensing and ask that you approve their application.

Ted Hoffman made the motion to approve the Eastern Idaho Fair Board meet.

Mike Bosen made the second and ask for the discussion, none being he then asked for the vote.  Motion passed.  

Dennis Jackson gave an update on Boise and the reason for the face to face meeting in August.  Right now Idaho Entertainment group has signed a lease with Ada County and there has been some conversation with Idaho Entertainment and the Horsemen’s group.  Some horsemen felt they wanted the Greene Group and they had already been working with them towards an agreement.  There is some concern with the Horsemen regarding Idaho Entertainment and their dealings with other horsemen’s groups in other states.  I have had talks with both sides and the Horsemen did send a proposed agreement to Idaho Entertainment at his suggestion.  I then received a call from Eric Spector and the agreement is not to his liking.  He is also unhappy with some of the comments in the press.  As of right now there is no agreement and one of the issues is days to race this year.  Idaho Entertainment needs to run to receive a simulcast license.  The Horsemen also asked for a larger share of the purse money and they asked for the 46 race meet for next year. At least both sides are talking.  My hope for the meeting for August is that all the players will come and report to the Commission.  If you have any questions, I would be happy to answer them.
Ted Hoffman asked if both sides have some confusion on the Statute and if we could straighten out their misconceptions.

Dennis Jackson answered that he has been trying to help straighten out any misconceptions of the Statute.  I believe the Statute is clear on what you can and can’t do.  If they can not reach an agreement voluntarily then there are only two options.  They can agree to binding arbitration or they could go through the decertification process of the current Horsemen’s Group.  The Statute is clear on those two things.
Ted Hoffman stated that the idea of racing a couple months in Wyoming, Montana and in Idaho is a rude shock to everyone’s expectations of what they wanted to do.  Is it possible that by combining the horse power and the men of those 3 states and putting them together that we would have a more vibrant industry in each state but for a lesser amount of time?

Dennis Jackson answered that he may not be totally qualified to answer that, but that Mr. Spector’s idea was that he wanted to move the racing dates in Boise up to start in April and then you didn’t have Boise, Evanston and Montana not racing on top of each other.  The concept looks good on paper but how it would work in practice I don’t know.  And that would be one of the things we could ask Mr. Spector to explain in August.  Clearly that is what they would like to do and the horsemen would like to race every day they can.  

Ted Hoffman asked what day in August are we going to meet.

Jacki Libengood answered that it was voted on for August 19th at 11:00 am.

Ted Hoffman stated that he will have a problem of meeting the 19th.  Can we meet on the 20th instead?
Mike Bosen answered that the 20th would work for him.

Dennis Jackson asked that we will have Jacki contact Chairman and get the arrangements handled.  We do have rooms that will accommodate all that may attend.

Chairman Tim Ridinger entered the teleconference.

Mike Bosen made the motion to move the August 19th meeting to August 20th at 11:00 am.

Ted Hoffman made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked if there was any discussion, none being he asked for a vote.  Motion passed.

Ted Hoffman made the motion to adjourn.

Mike Bosen made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked for the vote.  Motion passed.  
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