IDAHO STATE RACING COMMISSION
MEETING SUMMARY

JANUARY 13, 2009

MERIDIAN IDAHO

Attendees:  Chairman Tim Ridinger, Commissioners Mike Bosen and John Chatburn, Executive Director Dennis Jackson, Deputy AG Stephanie Altig, Lisa Osterman, Joie McGarvin, Alan Horowitz, Kathryn Mooney, Harry Richardson, and Duayne Didericksen.
Chairman Tim Ridinger called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm.  

John Chatburn made the motion to approve the Commission meeting summary November 12, 2008.

Mike Bosen made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked for discussion, no discussion, asked for a vote.  Motion passed.

John Chatburn made the motion to approve the Commission Teleconference meeting summary December 31, 2008.

Mike Bosen made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked for discussion, no discussion, asked for a vote.  Motion passed.  He then moved to agenda item #3-Simulcast License Les Bois Park. The total simulcast handle was $3,982,000.
Dennis Jackson reported that he wanted the Commission to know that we did receive the information from Les Bois and that they were in compliance. For agenda item #4-ADW and Simulcast reports, overall the simulcast handle is down 14% overall from 2007.  He then moved to agenda item #5-Financial Reports.  The beginning balance for December 2008 was $186,159.46, receipts were $27,545.19, and expenditures were $28,936.63, with the ending balance of $184,768.02.  We are looking to do a forecast for the next year. He then moved to agenda item #6-Executive Directors reports.  He noticed in the American Quarter Horse Racing Journal that Earl Lilley will be been given the Humanitarian award at the convention in March and I would like to send Mr. Lilley a letter on behalf of the commission to congratulate him.  Last night we held the first public hearing on the new rules.  We went through 6 chapters last night and will do the last 6 chapters tonight, and then we will be done with the public hearing.
John Chatburn asked if there was any testimony given.

Dennis Jackson answered that no testimony was given.

John Chatburn stated that hopefully the State Affairs committees will give you a heads up when you need to be there to present the rules, but you may want to check the agendas every day.  The agendas are supposed to be posted 24 hours in advance. Make sure that you don’t miss it. 
Chairman Tim Ridinger stated that he hopes they will give you a day or two notice.

Dennis Jackson asked if there were new Chairmen.

John Chatburn stated that are not any new Chairmen, it is Chairman McKenzie on the Senate side and Chairman Loertscher on the House side.

Dennis Jackson stated that the only other issue not resolved yet is the race dates between Les Bois and Eastern Idaho State Fair.  Alan may have more information.

Alan Horowitz stated that the Commission approved that weekend for Blackfoot and that the other two weekends in September for Sandy Downs and then asked us to get back with the Commission if we want additional dates.  At this time we are focusing on Les Bois Park with our racing program and the discussions with the Horsemen. 

Dennis Jackson stated that Alan is correct. 

Mike Bosen asked that the issue with the dates was that Blackfoot was well established and we didn’t want to change them.  Is that correct?

Chairman Tim Ridinger answered yes. 

Mike Bosen asked for the status for Idaho Falls.

Alan Horowitz answered that we were given 4 day, in two weekends and we did not want to extend out to the first weekend in October due to possible weather.
Chairman Tim Ridinger then moved to agenda item #7-Commissioners Reports.

John Chatburn stated that he will be leaving the Racing Commission as of today.  The Governor has appointed Dr. Ted Hoffman from Mt Home to replace me on the Commission.  I will be assuming the role as Liaison to the Commission out of the Governor’s Office.

Chairman Tim Ridinger stated that he appreciated serving with John and he was an asset to the Commission and the Industry.  He thanked him for his work on the rules.  He had nothing to report.

Mike Bosen reported that he appreciated working with John. I attended the Symposium on Racing in Arizona, which was my first formal training.  It was very informative.  Just to report that all the industry is struggling.  We talked about all the problems but no solutions, but to keep hanging in there.  

Chairman Tim Ridinger moved to agenda item #9-Future Meetings.  We will return to agenda item #8 shortly.

Dennis Jackson stated that in your packet we put together our suggestions on when we need to hold meetings.

John Chatburn stated that in light of the fiscal situation, we should have less meeting unless there is something that needs our immediate attention.
Mike Bosen stated that he agrees with Mr. Chatburn.  He made the motion that the next meeting be held Thursday, April 2nd at 1 pm here in Meridian.

John Chatburn made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked for a vote.  Motion passed.  He then moved to agenda item #8-Other Business.
Harry Richardson stated that to keep the Commission updated on what is going on, the Idaho Thoroughbred Association has formed a committee for alternative gaming legislation will be carried by us.  We have some draft legislation that we are working on and are waiting to hear from the Quarter Horse Association and we have a meeting planned with the lobbyist. We are planning to put something forward this year. 

John Chatburn stated that if you get to the point where you are sharing a draft with the legislators, please also share a draft with the Governor’s Office. 

Chairman Tim Ridinger asked if there was anything else.

John Chatburn made the motion to adjourn.

Mike Bosen made the second.

Chairman Tim Ridinger called for a vote.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 1:36 pm.
