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INTRODUCTION
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all brothers. The earth is the mother of all people, an
all people should have equal rights upon it... Let me
a free man-free to travel, free to stop, free to work,

free to trade where | choose, free to choose my own
teachersfree to follow the religion of my fathers, free
to think and talk and act for myself and | will obey
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Chief Joseph, Nez Perce Nation

Introduction

American Indians have the highest victimization rates ¢
raciallethnic groups in the United StatéBerry, 2004)
Despite the unusual disparity in the vulnerability to viole
victimization, the pervasiveness of American Indian crir
is rarely reported or acknowledged. The focus of this
report is on the prevalence, nature, and consequences
crime in Idaho involving American Indians as victims ar
offenders.

A variety of resources were used to conduct this resear
Information for crimes reported to the police comes fror
L R K 2d@ribageq dath for the years 20911, the
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reported by tribal police for the years 20@009. Data als
comes from a 2008 victimization survey conducted in
Idaho.The findings revedhe existing dispaty of the
victimizationand criminal activity oAmerican Indians
compared to all racial groups

American Indian Issues

Nationally, American Indians have high rates of
unemployment, poverty, suicide, and violent
victimizations. A 2005 report by the&) Office of Indian
Services reported that American Indians in Idaho had a
67% unemployment rate and 38% were employed but ¢
lived below poverty guideling®ffice of Indian Services,
2005)

The suicide rate for American Indians and Alaska Naiv
higher than the overall US suicide rafEhe national
suicide rate for young male American Indians is three fi
higher than same age males in other racial groups
Idaho, suicide is the third leading cause of death for
American Indian males ages fio 24. Between 2003 and
2007, suicides of Native American males accounted for
4.49% of all 124 year old Idaho male suicidéBenchmarl
Research & Safety, Inc.)

American Indian crime is a topic that has largely been
ignored by criminal justice reaechers and practitioners.
The reporting of crime statistics in tribal areas has beer
almost nonexistent until the last couple of years. In 20
the federal government turned attention toward Americ:
Indian crime issues with $248 million in stimutledlars
allocated to tribal criminal justice syster@®hnson, 2009
In 2010, a federal mandate was passed requiring the
Bureau of Justice Statistics to report American Indian
crime. Prior to these actions, information on Arican
Indian crime was sparsely reported by the National Crir
Victimization Survey (NCVS) and a few smaller studies
which suggest crime rates are much higher for Americe
Indians compared to the national average.

According to the NCVS, American Indiexgerience
almost twice the violence as the U.S. resident populatic
On average, 1 out of every 10 American Indians age 1z
older experienced a violent crime between 1992 and 2(
(Perry, 2004) The national average folldJ.S. residents
age 12 or older was 1 violent crime experienced for eve
25 people. The above average violewictimizations for
American Indiansompared toother racial or ethnic
groups occurred across age groups, housing locations,
gender. Another study found that females are victimizec
in intimate partner violence more than twice as often as
black or white females; and the rates for males are
similarly disproportionat¢Catalano, 2007)
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TNTRODUCTION
American Indians Populaion in Idaho

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, American Indians
Idaho accountfod.4: 2 F LRI K2 QuaholLJ2 |
counties with the highest percentage of American India
populations are Benewah (8.8%), Bingham (7.1%), Ne:
Perce (5.9%), Lewis (4.8%hd Owyhee (4.7%). Portion
of these counties contain Indian reservations. The five
Indian reservations in Idaho are the Kootenai, Coeur

RQ! £t SySs bSi tSNOSI C2NI
Reservations which belong to the four federally recogni
yRAFY GNRAO6SA Ay LRIK2Y
Perce, and Shoshorigannock Tribes. In 2005, Idaho ha
10,808 enrolled tribal members and 17,996 people wer
eligible for tribal services. Approximately otierd of
American Indians in Idaho liea reservations. Almost
94.7% of Fort Hall tribal members (Shoshd@annock)

American Indians and
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