
Ada County Drug Trends

Population of Ada County: 380,920
(US Census Bureau: 2008 estimate)

Demographics:
• Gender: 50.5% Male; 49.5% Female
• Age: Median 34.5; 26.5% Under 18
• Race/Ethnicity:  92.3% White; 6.5% Hispanic
• Education: 92.7% High School or Above
• Median Household Income: $46,140
• Families Below Poverty Level: 5.3%

(US Census Bureau: 2006‐2008 American Community Survey)



Ada County: Numbers of Drug and Alcohol 
Violation Arrests: 1998 ‐ 2008

Since 1998, Alcohol Violations (including DUIs, Liquor Violation and Drunkenness) have 
increased by 58.9%. Drug arrests have decreased by ‐32.4% over the same period.
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Ada County Arrests: Numbers of Drug 
and Alcohol Violation Arrests

Year
Drug 

Violation
Drug 

Equipment DUI Drunkenness
Liquor 

Violation Other Total
1998 1,488 1,016 2,039 7 674 14,360 19,584
1999 1,454 1,021 2,088 16 678 13,615 18,872
2000 1,459 1,081 1,982 20 710 15,252 20,504
2001 1,387 1,038 1,897 37 647 16,622 21,628
2002 1,254 738 2,024 22 725 15,301 20,064
2003 1,202 651 2,153 12 764 16,342 21,124
2004 1,177 749 2,469 11 715 15,069 20,190
2005 1,160 686 2,863 16 846 14,345 19,916
2006 1,327 734 2,999 86 935 14,996 21,077
2007 1,311 740 2,803 232 1,071 15,349 21,506
2008 1,093 599 2,967 240 1,115 12,813 18,827

Total 17,970 11,683 31,374 788 10,526 203,268 275,609

• Total drug and alcohol offenses increased between 2000 and 2007, but in 2008 they 
decreased to equal arrests in 1999. 

• All other types of arrests (including those for all other crime types) were much higher 
than drug and alcohol arrests year to year. 

• Drug arrests represent 10.8% of total arrests and alcohol arrests represent 15.5% of total 
arrests.



Ada County, Type of Drug Related 
Arrest by Year: 1998‐2008
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Marijuana related arrests have increased since 1999. Methamphetamine arrests have 
significantly declined since 2005.



Drug Type: Amount Seized:
Marijuana 25,637.3 gm; 251 plants
Meth/amphetamines 1584.27 gm; 1 du

Crack/cocaine 782.81 gm

Heroin 211.62 gm; 1 du
Other hallucinogens 149.28 gm

Other narcotics 822.5 du
Other depressants 256 du

Other drugs 228 du
Morphine 10 du

Other stimulants 7 du

Opium 2 du

Unknown 81.48 gm; 342 du

Value of Drug Equipment Seized: $13,525

Ada County: Amount of Drugs Seized 
by Type of Drug, 2008

Note: du = dosage units
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